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Cooper Farms Cooked Meats
6793 U.S. Route 127 N.
Van Wert, Ohio 45891
(419) 238-4056

With a company culture focused on its people, Cooper makes sure that every employee is recognized and rewarded for 
their efforts and service. They teach and train employees in an encouraging environment full of personal enrichment 
opportunities as well as opportunity for growth within the company itself. Employees become family and jobs become 
careers, as friendships build along with longevity and success.

“More Than a Workplace” is more than a perfect motto for Cooper Farms, a company covering a Farm to Fork operation 
with multiple locations, including hatcheries, feed mills, farms and processing plants throughout Northwest Ohio. Started 
in 1938 as a turkey farm by Virgil and Virginia Cooper, the business has been family-owned and run since, with the next 
generation of children – Diane, Jim and Gary – currently handling ownership of the massive operation. 

From its start, with Virgil’s 300 turkeys, the company has always been a workplace centered on its team-is-family 
philosophy, and that philosophy has worked well, as Cooper Farms operates with a team of more than 2,000 employees 
and over 400 farm families. The incredible output of responsibly-raised animals and quality-driven products and services 
tells the tale of their amazing growth: 15 million poults hatched, 200,000 breeder hens, producing over 266 million live-
pounds of turkeys annually, 28,800 sows, over 700,000 piglets weaned, more than 200 million live pounds of hogs per 
year, 5.4 million laying hens, 7.6 million pullets, producing over 115 million dozen table eggs per year. Then there’s the 
22 million bushels of corn purchased yearly, the 200,000 tons of soybean meal purchased annually, and the production 
of more than 1.2 million tons of feed annually. The numbers are staggering, and such success couldn’t be done without a 
strong commitment to the people responsible, and sound practices put in place.

Nowhere better can that success be seen than during the current Coronavirus pandemic and the response taken by 
Cooper Farms and its team. In order to stay up with food industry and operations demands, employees re-worked 
schedules, logged extra Saturdays, and maintained higher levels of production than they had ever seen in the past. To 
compensate for the extra effort, employees were paid early or in advance, lunches were bought on a weekly basis, turkey 
roasts were held and give-aways like slabs of ribs and extra days off helped keep morale strong and people engaged.

Commitment extends beyond the team to the community. From sponsorships to volunteering, Cooper Farms, the 
Cooper family and the team members can be found taking part in hundreds of community organizations and events each 
year. The Cooper Family Foundation works with organizations to provide funds for projects, and over the years they have 
provided much-needed funding to area fairgrounds, rst responders, Boy Scouts, 4-H, FFA and schools to name only a 
few. The family has a true dedication to bettering the community. Cooper Farms donates thousands of pounds of meat 
and eggs to area food banks and organizations each year. During this time, in particular, they have increased their 
donations to ensure people in most need were provided for during the pandemic.

Cooper Farms continues to dedicate itself to safe food processing, responsible animal care, dedicated waste reduction 
and recycling, and environmental care with natural power solutions. A focus on high-quality products versus commodity-
based sales ensure premium quality, Supporting that with quality service and customer care ensures success. And that 
success provides dedication to slow, steady growth with priorities set on team, customers and community.

Giving back to its people and its community is not just good business, it’s the right thing to do. And Cooper Farms seems 
to be doing things just right.

OGA is proud to have Cooper Farms as a long-time member, and encourages all of our members to follow their success 
(if you aren’t already) through social media and online at www.cooperfarms.com

Cooper Farms Processing
1 Cooper Farms Drive
St. Henry, Ohio 45883
(419) 678-4853

Cooper Farms Hatchery
22348 County Road 140
Oakwood, Ohio 45873
(419) 594-3325
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