
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 

Here are some frequently asked questions about State Issue 3: 

Q: What is Issue 3? 

A: Issue 3 is a proposed constitutional amendment granting exclusive rights to cultivate, market, and sell recreational and 

medical marijuana to a few select corporations and to allow all Ohio adults over 21 to grow and use marijuana. 

Q: Who opposes Issue 3? 

A: Our broad-based coalition includes law enforcement agencies, doctors, nurses, hospitals, faith leaders, educators, 

leading business groups, a bipartisan alliance of Republican and Democrat elected officials and many others. In addition, 

many of Ohio’s major newspapers have announced their strong opposition to Issue 3, including: 

 The Plain Dealer 

 The Canton Repository 

 The Columbus Dispatch 

 The Cincinnati Enquirer 

 The Akron Beacon Journal 

 The Toledo Blade 

 The Youngstown Vindicator 

Q: What makes Issue 3 a monopoly? 

A: Issue 3 creates a marijuana monopoly in the Ohio Constitution by giving a small group of self-selected investors an 

exclusive right to the cultivation, marketing, and sale of medical and recreational marijuana in Ohio. 

Q: Why is Issue 3 bad for children? 

A: Issue 3 places no limits, regulations, or safety precautions on marijuana-infused edibles.  These edibles often take the 

form of cookies or candies and are indistinguishable from regular cookies and candies.  If stored or left in the open, they can 

easily and inadvertently be ingested by children – a scenario that we’ve already seen play out in Colorado.   

Q: Why is Issue 3 bad for our local communities? 

A: Issue 3 allows for more than 1,100 retail marijuana stores to open up all across the state. That is nearly three times the 

number of liquor stores in Ohio and it is more than the number of McDonalds and Starbucks combined in Ohio. Even worse, 

Issue 3 infringes upon the rights of local governments by taking away their authority to rezone communities in order to 

keep these marijuana stores from opening up in their neighborhoods. 

Q: Why is Issue 3 bad for employers? 

A: Regardless of whether or not a drug-free workplace policy is set in place by a business, Issue 3 requires employers to 

allow the use of medical marijuana just like any other prescription medication. And since the amendment’s definition of 



“debilitating medical condition” is very broad, it will not be difficult for people to get a hold of medical marijuana 

certification cards. This is a problem for all businesses, but particularly for smaller businesses that cannot afford the 

financial burden of litigating their drug-free policies in court.  At a minimum, marijuana in the workplace conflicts with 

Americans with Disabilities Act, which does not protect users of marijuana and other federally banned substances. The Drug 

Free Workplace Act also prohibits marijuana use, as do Department of Transportation regulations for jobs governed by the 

Motor Carrier Act. 

Other unanswered questions for Ohio employers:  Will Workers’ Compensation be required to provide medical marijuana 
as a treatment for workplace injuries? Will it cover injuries suffered as the result of marijuana impairment?  Will marijuana 

use at work be “just cause” for termination, and if not, will workers be entitled to unemployment compensation?  The 
answers could carry a price tag in the millions. 

Q: What effects are being seen in other states that have legalized marijuana? 

A: The Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (RMHIDTA) has released its updated report, The Legalization of 

Marijuana in Colorado, The Impact, Volume 3, which outlines the most alarming data to date, demonstrating how Colorado 

marijuana legalization policies have harmed public safety and health: 

 Traffic deaths:  A 32 percent increase in marijuana-related traffic deaths in just one year from 2013 

 Driving under the influence:  Toxicology reports with positive marijuana results of active THC for primarily driving 

under the influence have increased 45 percent 

 Marijuana use by children:  Colorado youth usage (ages 12 to 17) ranks 56 percent higher than the national 

average 

 ER visits:  A 29 percent increase in the number of marijuana-related emergency room visits 

 Hospitalizations:  A 38 percent increase in the number of marijuana-related hospitalizations 

 Poison control: Marijuana-only related exposures increased 72 percent in only one year 

 More marijuana trafficking: The yearly average interdiction seizures of Colorado marijuana increased another 34 

percent 

Q: Issue 3’s supporters claim that the amendment will bring major economic growth to our state. How can you say that 

Issue 3 is not good for Ohio? 

A: There are several points to make on this topic: 

 A report just released by the Ohio Office of Budget and Management shows that the claims of major economic 

benefit by Issue 3’s investors are significantly overblown.  

 Issue 3 places into the Ohio Constitution a preferential tax rate for the amendment’s investors and prevents any 
changes from being made to that preferential tax structure unless another constitutional amendment is placed on 

the ballot to do so.  

 The Ohio Society of CPAs identified a potential tax loophole in the ballot language that potentially will exempt 

owners/investors from having to pay state personal income tax on flow-through income from marijuana 

operations. 

Q: It would appear that Ohioans overwhelmingly support medicinal marijuana. So why are you trying to stop Issue 3? 

A: Issue 3 is not about medical marijuana. It’s about making the rich richer and doing so at the expense of each and every 
Ohioan. Discussions surrounding medical marijuana reform should involve the medical professionals in our state – most of 

whom have come out in opposition to Issue 3. Why? Because they know that Issue 3 isn’t about helping the sick and the 
elderly. Its primary function is to line the pockets of Issue 3’s wealthy investors. 
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