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Special thanks to our 2017 Gala Sponsors!
For a complete list of sponsors click here.

OGA Statehouse Day - Register Today - Register Today!
OGA's 2017 Ohio Statehouse Day is scheduled for April 27, 2017. Each
year, OGA offers grocers the unique opportunity to connect with lawmakers
and learn about the issues that affect your business and the grocery
industry that are currently being debated on within the State Legislature. We
are eager for your participation and hope you will join us to make your voice
heard!  Register today!

OGA Meets with New Members/SNAP ID Bill Continues Hearings
Yesterday and today, OGA President Kristin Mullins and Communications Manager, Veronica
Mathias began meeting with the impressive, twenty-three strong new Ohio House and Senate
legislators. Over the years OGA has gained quite a reputation among legislators, both new and old,
with relation to our signature grocery cart we present to new
members. It is always fun few days walking the halls of the Ohio
Statehouse and meeting with all the new members to the
Legislature. It serves as an opportunity to put a face to our industry
and discuss some of our issues we work on, as well as a chance to
get to know the members and their respective backgrounds.
 
In other legislative news, House Bill 50, which would require a
photo ID for SNAP participants, had its second hearing in House
Community and Family Advancement. Proponent testimony was
heard yesterday from local law enforcement individuals detailing
their experiences with SNAP cards in relation to the growing drug
trade and a representative from the Auditor's office, who offered
perspective on the Auditor's work and research into fraudulent card use. While the legislation would
require a photo ID on each participant's card, the Auditor's reiterated that per USDA interpretation,
transactions cannot be denied at the point of sale, regardless of ID or not. OGA remains an interested
party, meeting with the sponsor of the legislation and providing additional information and
background on the retail end of the process to committee members.

Durbin Amendment, Action Required

The Chairman of the House Financial Services Committee, Congressman Jeb Hensarling (R-TX),
has delayed the introduction of his bill, the Financial CHOICE Act, until sometime in April. The delay
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is due largely to the opposition of the merchant community to the bill, which is expected to include
language that repeals debit swipe fee reforms, referred to as the Durbin Amendment.

The Durbin Amendment has provided significant benefits to businesses, including billions of dollars
in savings in interchange fees every year, a choice in how your debit transactions are routed,
increased transparency in the cost of debit transactions, and increased security on debit transactions.
If the Durbin Amendment were to be repealed, debit interchange fees could skyrocket by over 200%
overnight.

NGA is asking for your help - we need a show of support from the industry to illustrate the
importance of these debit swipe fee reforms. 

Please click here  to add your company to a letter to leadership in the House of Representatives to let
them know how important these reforms are to the supermarket industry, ensuring Members of
Congress know that the preservation of the Durbin Amendment remains a priority for your business.

NGA requests that companies sign on to this letter  to be sent to Members of the House of
Representatives.

 

BWC Premium Rebates Announced
Ohio's employers could soon receive their third BWC premium rebate since 2013. If approved by the
BWC Board, the proposed rebate return $1.1 billion to both public and private employers. Monday,
Gov. John Kasich framed the rebates as part of an overall strategy that will improve the business
climate in Ohio, including lower tax rates and an improved regulatory environment. If approved as
expected, rebate checks should be issued by July. It will mark the third rebate in four years, totaling
about $3 billion. To learn more about this announcement,

click here.

First OGA Government Affairs Call of 2017- Friday, March 17, 2017
We are going to be starting up the OGA Government Affairs Calls soon as we kick off the 2017
Legislative year. To accommodate everyone's busy schedules, we are
going to continue to hold calls once a month, targeting the 3rd Friday of
every month moving forward. During the remaining weeks of each
month we will be periodically sending out GA updates as needed. Our

first call of 2017 will be tomorrow, March 17 at 9am. As a
reminder the calls last roughly a half hour and you can participate by
dialing toll-free into 855-753-5255. Mark your calendars with all of the
calls and times: April 21, May 19, June 14 and July 21 - all at 9am.
For any questions or for more information please contact Kristin Mullins.

Parents Who Host, Lose the Most Initiative 
The Ohio Grocers Foundation is once again partnering with Drug-Free Action Alliance to

promote Parents Who Host, Lose the Most, a statewide awareness

campaign reminding us that it is illegal to provide alcoholic beverages to

minors.  With prom and graduation season here, it is important for

parents to not only be aware that teen alcohol parties will increase, but that parents play a major role

in the choices their children make when it comes to drinking, smoking and using other drugs. 

Retailers who sell alcoholic beverages can help educate customers by posting the Parents Who Host,

Lose the Most poster.
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