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Golf Season is Here! 
The YAGA Annual Golf Outing will be held June 21, 2017 and feature a round of golf, dinner 
and awards presentations. The outing will be at the Avalon Golf & Country
Club in Warren, Ohio.  Click here for the 2017 event flyer!  To reserve your
team or become a hole or event sponsor, call Wendy at 877-375-9079 or
email wendy@ohiogrocers.org.

Save the date for the Annual OGA Golf Classic on August 1, 2017. It will be held at the Pinnacle 
Golf Club in Grove City, Ohio. Registration and
sponsorship opportunities are now open! Click here for the 2017 event
brochure. To reserve your team or become a hole or event sponsor, call
Wendy at 877-375-9079 or email wendy@ohiogrocers.org.  

President Trump Pushes Tax Reform/Congress Moves Forward on

Financial CHOICE Act
President Trump and Congress have both indicated tax reform legislation could be coming soon, as
the House of Representatives and the Trump administration work on various drafts of a proposal.
The House is hopeful that they will be able to release a bill by June and the President recently
announced that his administration is expecting to release details of their version very soon. It
remains to be seen whether the administration releases its own plan or if they work in conjunction
with the House on a collaborated version.
By way of NGA, we have also learned that the Chairman of the Financial Services Committee Jeb
Hensarling (R-TX) has informed his committee members that there will likely be a hearing on the
Financial CHOICE Act next week, April 26th. No immediate details were announced on a full-
Committee markup of the bill, but it is likely to occur shortly after the first hearing. Expected to be
contained within the Financial CHOICE Act is language to repeal the Durbin Amendment, which
lowered debit swipe fees for independent grocers and other businesses when it passed in 2010. OGA
signed onto an NGA letter, signed by 300 member companies and state associations, urging the
House of Representatives not to repeal the Durbin Amendment. Tax Reform and the Durbin
Amendment will be two of the priorities issues we will be discussing during the upcoming
Supermarket Industry Fly-In on May 2-4 in DC.

Ohio Recodification Committee Recommends Proposal for

Drafting/New Legislation Introduced Which Could Impact First Energy

Consumers
Last week, the special select Ohio Recodification Committee recommended its comprehensive
criminal justice reform package be sent off to the Legislative Service Commission for official bill
drafting. This means after over two years of work, actual bill draft language will be coming soon.
OGA has flagged one component on this proposal, raising the felony threshold provisions for theft
law violations, as a concern for the retail food industry. Process wise, we expect to see an actual draft
of the reform proposal sometime by the end of May, at which the committee must come back one
final time, on June 15th, to officially vote it out. Given the Legislature's anticipated schedule, we
don't expect to see any real movement on an actual bill until the fall at the earliest. We have
committed to revisiting our earlier conversations with legislators to express our concerns with the
theft law provisions at that time.
OGA is looking for member feedback from FirstEnergy consumers on two new pieces of legislations
recently introduced, Senate Bill 128 and House Bill 178, which could generate upwards of $300
million in annual revenue for First Energy and its two nuclear power plants. The legislation would
authorize zero-emission subsidies for its two Ohio nuclear power plants, to keep them afloat. It would
also authorize FirstEnergy to increase rates for customers in FirstEnergy's service territory in
northern Ohio, limited at a 5 percent increase per year in order to pay for the subsidies. FirstEnergy
has indicated that although they plan to sell both plants in 2018, without the legislation both would
ultimately have to be closed. Proponents argue that without the legislation, the nearly 1,400 workers
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who are employed at their power plants would be lose their jobs while critics, argue that the
legislation is bailout for FirstEnergy on the backs of increased customer rates. Several business
groups, consumer advocates and environmental groups have come out against the legislation and
the Governor has indicated in the past his concerns with it. OGA is looking for feedback from
impacted members on what stance you would like us to take moving forward. We will also be
discussing this issue on our OGA GR Call this Friday. Please contact Kristin Mullins for additional
information or feedback. 

OGA Government Affairs Call

The second GR call is scheduled for tomorrow, April 21, 2017 at 9:00 AM. As a reminder the calls

last roughly a half hour and you can participate by dialing toll-free into 855-753-5255. For any

questions or for more information please contact Kristin Mullins.

OGA Statehouse Day - Last Chance to Register!
OGA's 2017 Ohio Statehouse Day is next Thursday, April 27, 2017. Each
year, OGA offers grocers the unique opportunity to connect with lawmakers
and learn about the issues that affect your business and the grocery
industry that are currently being debated on within the State Legislature.
We are eager for your participation and hope you will join us to make your
voice heard!  Register today!
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